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RULING THE CITY

Civic constitutions, Jaw codes and their
development

Loredana Cappelletti

General considerations

The literary tradition on the history and politics of th
em Italy in the period of independencg fForr.l Rome -
(eighth century BC) to the Roman assimilation follo
apECtlll‘C of a collection of small city-
igs of mutual solidarity and were

e Greek and Hellenised centres of south-
from the first Greek colonial foundations
wing the Social War (91-88 BC) - reveals
states which were jealous of their autonomy, lacked feel-
especially well organised from an institutional point of

ad did not change this situation:
S0vernments — together with Gree

ad evep beyond, as shown by th
(C(fstabile 1984, 1994; Lombard
Zarinj

k language, traditions, religion — survived until thfa Soci.al War
¢ emblematic cases of Naples and Reggio in the imperial age
0 1987; Lomas 1993: 134-60, 1995, 2015, 2016a, 2016b; Laz-
12004; Ca elletti 2009, 2011a: 115-22). . o
¢ literary IS)(l:urces present a similar picn?re for the Greek and Hell.emsed centres of Sncnl):i
Pcling autonomoys Communities, often rivals of each other, each with spe(flf?c sys_tems\an
Ples of g0vernment. This is true especially for communities of (?ureek origin whlc:, tr(t)}rln
ni‘:r o Offoundation, exercised a dominant institutional and culfural mﬂue.nc‘e ondt:l:t :rt lte;l lean;
andiéroups Present on the island — Siculi, Sicani, Elymians, Phoemclans-P.umca,.a;. oy aans
fal 2°mans (e.g. Bondj 1990-91; Tagliamonte 1994; Albanese Procelllx 2003; ! (I)Sl e o
b, Amadasi Guzz, 2006; Ampolo 2012a; Cordano 2012a; De chci-ef?‘:r(::;t Siceliote and
g > Jonagch 2020). The variety of institutional arrangements in the | el e e e
iy q ]P\munities has long been recognised by scholars and it was ah.gh s paseed 00 to
by, i Wpical of the ding cities of the Greek motherle.m_d, which ws ek
CStern ori ounding _ he colonies of Sicily and Magna Graecia, ‘
Mpmd by ¢ Mes. But what was transmitted to the i rtondl © il o oo i
M, is only 4 behavioural model and not a cons

L
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